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Bristol Bay Watershed

Assessment

« Purpose:

« Characterize the biological and mineral resources of the Bristol Bay
watershed

* Increase understanding of the potential impacts of large-scale
mining on the region’s fish resources

 Inform future decision-making

' cts associated with:

arge-scale mine construction and operation [
* Accidents and failures

(b)(5): Deliberative

. S@g\tific Ecological Risk Assessment evaluating potential

Three-year scientific assessment effort
* Independent external peer review
« Stakeholder and public engagement
* 8 public meetings
« 2 rounds of public comment — over 1.1 million comments

 Tribal consultations
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Final 404(c) Actions S

ince 1972

Year COMPLETED 404(c)
Finalized Actlinis Resources Protected
2011 Spruce No.1 Surface Mine, 6.6 miles of high-quality headwater streams — some of the
WAY last remaining high-quality habitat in the Coal River basin
2008 Yazoo Backwater Pumps. MS 6'_(,0_00 acres of h‘ighly productive wetlands in the Lower
Mississippi Delta, including bottomland hardwood forests
1990 Two Forks Reservoir, CO 30 miles of Sc_wuth Pfat.te River, including 14 miles of State
Designated "Gold Medal" trout stream
1990 Big River Reservoir, RI 575 acres qf exceptional and diverse natpral wet_lands with
habitat for an assemblage of wildlife species
1989 Ware Creek Reservoir, VA 425 acre mosaic of high quality_aqua_ti_c resources in.
Chesapeake Bay watershed including critical fish nurseries
1988 Lake Aima. GA 1,009 acres of boﬁomland hardwood wetlands pfoviding
§ ~___important habitat for an assemblage of species
Henry Rem Estates, FL 432 acres of Everglades wet!ands wnth s&gnlﬁcant ﬁsh &
1988 Russo Development Corp., | 57.5 acres of wetlands within the Atlantic Flyway used by a
NJ multitude of State threatened and endangered species
1986 Attieboro Mall (Sweeden's 45 acres of New England red maple forested swamp
Swamp), MA including high-quality habitat for a variety of wildlife
1985 Bayou aux Carpes (Creppel), 3,000 acres of essential wetlands including habitat for
LA osprey and American alligator
1985 Jack Maybank, SC 900 acres of coastal intertidal marsh including vaiua_bfe
spawning and nursery grounds for blue crab and shrimp
1984 M.A. Norden Co.. Inc., AL 25 acres of fore_stgd and emergent wetland - one of the last
remaining wetlands in the Mobile area
103 acres of wetlands and other aquatic resources
1981 North Miami, FL including essential nursery grounds for marine fish and
invertebrates

(b)(5): Deliberative
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Pebble Deposit 404(c) Process

* 2/28/14: Initiation by EPA Region 10 — “15-day letter”
» Consulted with Corps, NDM/PLP, and State

» 7/18/14: Proposed Determination released (PD) by EPA Region 10
* 8/12-15/14: 7 public hearings in Alaska
* Comment period closed 9/19/14

(b)(5): Deliberative

(b)(5): Deliberative
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FACA Case

(b)(5): Deliberative;

e Allegations of unauthorized “de facto” federal
advisory committees providing advice to the
Agency in violation of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act (FACA)

» Case about Agency’s contacts with third parties
and use of contractors and Senior Environmental
Enrollees (SEEs), primarily during development
of the Assessment

(b)(5): Deliberative; Attorney Client
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Status of FACA Case

- DOJ and EPA actively considering settlement
and mediation.

(b)(5) Deliberative Process - Attorney Client Privilege

. Currently stayed until 3/20/17 “so that the

parties may continue to pursue ways to
resolve this case without the press of litigation,
including through the continued exploration of

mediation.”

0000000000000000
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Options —

Before March 20, 2017

(b)(5) Attorney Client Privilege
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